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aye, opposed nay. Pl e ase re cord, M r. C l e r k .

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Mr. President.

SPFAKER BARRETT: Debate ceases. Senator Schmit,would you c a r e
to close on your motion to bracket?

SENATOR SCHMIT: Mr. President and members, I would hope that
the body will bracket the bill. There h as be e n a number o f
individuals who have spoken and it is easy to let your feelings
run high on this issue. I understand al l of u s shar e eq u a l l y
the deep concern about the proliferation of drugs in Nebraska.
Let me say that my concern is deeper than most of yours because,
for a longer period of time, I have fooled myself by t h i nk i ng
that I have done something substantive by the passage of a large
number of bills designed to stop the traffic o f d r ug s i n
Nebraska and that traffic of drugs has not declined, it has, in
fact, increased. Let me tell you that the least innocuous, the
least worthy of the bills that we passed in the past 15 years on
this floor, and, excuse me, Senator Abboud, had more to say f or
themselves than LB 592, had more reason for me to believe that
they would, in fact, curb the spread of dr u gs. I b e li e v e . . . a n d
I k n o w y o u a r e s i nce r e , I b el i e v e t hat i f we are g o i n g t o
address the issue in any way at this s ession, t h e n we ou g h t to
do it by talking to those individuals whose responsibility it is
to curb the flow of drugs and that is the law enforcement
agencies, and to ask them very specifically„ what do y o u t hi nk
of this bill? What else «auld you have us do? What wil l i t
cost you to do it? When do you want us to do it and how? I s
there anything else we should do? I f , in fact,w e get so l i d
answers to those questions, then we come back to this b ody a n d
we lay it o n t he line and say, this is what it will cost and
this is what was recommended. And either we ar e g oi ng t o b u y
the package or we are not going to buy the package. I f we buyt he package, t hen t he r es ponsib i l i t y for stamping out th e
traffic in drugs shifts once again to where it belongs, the
legitimate law enforcement agencies of this state. I f , o n t he
other h a nd , we say , w e' re g o i n g to give you half a load, a
fourth of a load, a tenth of a load, then the responsibility
remains with us. There are going to be those who will go back
to your districts and say, Schmit voted against t he bi l l t hat
would h ave got t o ugh on drug pushers. F ine. I wi l l i nv i t e y o u
to say so. I will challenge you to do so. I will welcome the
opportunity to come to your district and debate LB 592 before
your people, on yo ur gr o und and you lay d own t he ru l e s and I
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